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A earner, that us- flash mun,lnat,on to assist In compositron 



REPLY BRTFP 



Pursuant to the provisions of37CFR 6 41 41 AnnK.,„,u u 
Tfva«^; . . ^ ' Applicant hereby rqjlies to the 

Examuier's answer mailed August 28, 2006. 

ISSUES 

1. Whether claims 1-3. 5-7 lo 

T V ^ ^'^^^■^^"'^""Patentable under 35 U.S.C.§103ra) over 

Tanaka (U.S. Pat. App. Pub 2001/004^'>7-n • ^ 

2002/0048457). '"'^'^^'^'^ o^^^^sui (U.S. Pat. App. Pub. 

2. ^^*«<'1^^4andl4are«npatentablea„der35U.S.C.6l03(a)overTan.]c.- • 
of Matsui and Iwai (U.S. Pat. No. 5.198,855). ^ " 

3. Whetherclain,s8-10and20^22areunpatentabIeunder35USC 8 10V,^ -r , 
View ofMatsuiandUmeda(U.S. Pat No.5,.20,342) ' '''^^"'^'^ 

INTRODUCTION 

Applicant thanks the examiner for the allowance of clain^s 23 and 24 

filed July 20, 2006. and Applicant believes those arguments sufficient to show all^ 

Apphcanfsclaimsallowableoverthecitedrefer^nces However the.! 

f^jecting claims 1-22 under 35 U S C S i n.. ^ 7 ^ 

under 35U.S.C. § 103(a). Applicant takes this opportunity to briefly re- 
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CE^^^RALFAXCE^;TER 
SEP 2 7 2003 

and to rebut an argument raised in the Examiner's Answer. 



ARGUMENT 

- t(»WRhPVK^mpo.„IOn. f.rl|.in^ ^beco-nbin^i a,«.fcr. do „o. teach or 

«.^e«aHof«,ecUta,tai.«o., a„.,,.„^,„.,^,^._„,, ; 
"Mil respect to claims 1-22. (See MPBP 2143) 

A si.,,, flash is sK.« to occur through.-, c.,.,„„tto. .f. ph^ograph. 

The exam„«r insists a«t .he '^^-hgh. emission" shown in Tanalca-s Figure 12 occu„ 
»«a-^£..!.=l^ (Bxa.iner.sAns„erpage4) A t^ical flash or 

Zv^olT"'?" ' (^--""^epa^tgraph 
[0008)) Con,pos,ng a photo^ph" is defined in Applicant's sp«=iacatio. as -U. sdeetion 

Of ^.ra position, viewing direction, and angular iieldof view such that the d«^^ 
of the scene are utch^ded in the ph^ograph. other parts of the scene ^ excluded S™, the 
Pho og^ph, ,., in d,, ^ne are in a desir^ relationship ,0 each other in the 

ml°7 ''^''^•■-■■'^P^c'fication page, lines 9.14) Clearly, a flash lasting only 
pZLlr " ""^ '"^'^ » -.«»sing a 

rir° ™* T^taka-s Figure 12 appcata to shov, two 

^r. hght em,ss.on intages captured hy the CCD during the pr^hght emission p«iod". 
(Examiner s Answer page 4) Even if tmc. this is totally inelevant. a. Applicant's 
mdepend^ clain. are concen,ed only with the behavior of d« flash, and no. with whether 
any or how many ••pre-Iight emission images" are captured 

ffl^^^agemtheciaims ,. ,1 and -9 writto. broadly enough to allow the examiner to 

l.vev.cwm.ageforp„panngaflnal photograph." (Examiner's Anawerpage 17) AppHean, 
d^gre..a™,„o.s«.th.sin.e,prc.ationiguo.,.App«c.n..s^ 

Even .ftheexammer'.mte.,retadonwer.tobe««.pted.th.««mmerhas«« Shown that 
HPOoclretKo. ,00201040-1 P,^2„f3 S«ial Ko. ,««„,.500 
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con*^ ,0^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^ 

B. T.„,^., p^gfc. ^^^^ Of .o«.p„,i«„„. 

u„eCrrr/' ^-^-"^ -^^ 

CONCLUSION 

Respectfully submitted. 
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